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o v, OF As3hk (part of which is clearly visible from the Stodies), .or.bt
1 ‘ . s

weat, Motorisis seeking a short cgt t6 -the monument when a.ppmaohing
- fran the west on A.303, end those who are unpble to find yoom at peak
--:;periods in the officisl car park. make use of the Traoblax, which 'is -
.-frequently congestsd with anything up t6 150 cars, Tha: spestaole | nf
-~ nose to tail parking whioh they provide, and. the constant coming end -

A imtara -

L .Sa.mmxy Build.i.ngs
" Greet Smith Street,
LONDON, 8.H.1.

7 b October, 1965

In recent years theve has been gmwing pu'blio awgrenbss of
the need to improve the setbing of Stonehenge, and to emable it to
sténd in greater isolation by freeing it, es Par possible, from the
discordant features which mar its limediate vieinity. .

* With teis in mind," this Ministry and the National Tms'b, who
hold nuch of the lapd surrounding the Cirele, have evolyed & comprehensive
schene, w:.th which we hope your Council will .be dn aynpgthy y ﬂesigned
o ‘repdve o to mitigate tue worst of thbse wnsightly’or. irrelemt
fe&:buraa whiuh are under their own imediate control.

The striking inocresse in the pumber of visitora to Stonahenge -
from 235,000 in 1956 to 347,500 in 196k, .and the aca: rise in

. the.umbar of veblcles on the road has meant that for muck of the yuar

the general view of Stonehéngs and itz surtoundings is sppiled by the
slght of & mass of cars, parked either on the official car paxkmorth

going of vehicles, with the noise, dust and fumes whioh result, are,
of course, oomplete]y d.es‘bmcﬁwe uf the a(nasPhere we would wish o

. oreate.

‘The Ministry and, the !Emst have come 46 -the aomluaion that th‘ih
problem can only be solved by the te of ths T ottie
distance to the west of Stomgggg, ‘where it will be concealed by the lie
of the land, end by doing awey with the stretch of the liinistqr's ear”
park which is visible from the &'cle. : .

The land in the immediate vieinity of the Gircle has ancoxdingly been
most carefully surveysd to find a new routefur the Track whinh would
foliow the line of least viaibility; which would avoid damags to Peatures
of archaeological interast; whioh would cause no inconvenmiense to known
users; snd whioh would, if possible, be shorter thax the present route.

Plan 123/238 ( of whick four ocopies are enclesed) shows the-
present line of the Track marked with a blue line south of A,303 and north
of . .As34) and in green Where it passes the Circle, This, it:is: proposed,
should be stopped up from the south boundary of the National Trustis land
(coloured yellow) south of 4,303, and es far as the point of intersection
With thesouth side of the Cursus, north of 4,34,

" The routeé marked with & yred line lyipg in a shallow arc some 250 yards
to_the west, would be substituted for it, and if thig Were .done, the .
length of the diversion would, in faot, be 50 rt. ahoz‘fter thahi the comparable

, streteh of the present Traeck,

© 1% is not proposed that the new route shovld be made up, It would be
fenced, and would remwain s "gréen roed”, and any wehicles using it would be



o . .Sanctuary Build.:lnsg
Great Smith Street,
LONDON, 8.W.1. .

_.74n October, 1965
Dear Sir, '

+

No 28 gf edDevelo a B_’h e"

In recent yesrs there has been groui.ng publioc awarendss of
the nesd to improve the setting of Stonehenge, and to enible it to
stand in greater lsclation bty freeing it, os far possibls, from the
disoo»xﬂaut Peatures which mar its lnmediate vieinity. R

" With thde in mind, this Ministry and the National Prust, Who
bold muoch of the lapd surrounding the Circle, have evolyed s oomprehensive
scheme, wi‘th whioch we hope your Councii will be din aympgthy; 'd.esisned
to resdve 0P bo mitigate the worst of thase unsightly orp. :lrrelemt
featuraa w}xioh are under the:.r own :l.meﬂiate gontrol,

- 0

The striking inorease in the mumber of visitors to Stomhenge -
from 215,000 in 1956 to 347,500 in 1964, .amd the aoo; ring rise in
. the. mmbar of vehioles on the road has meant that for much of the’ year
the general view of Stonehénge and its surtoundings is spoiled by the
sight of & mags of cars, parked either on the official car parkmorth

- of Ag3hh (part of which is clsarly viaible from the Stofies), 015t

. intervals along the Trackway which passes close to the Cifcle.ap the .
wast. MNotorists seeking a short owut t6 -the monument when apprbaoliing
fram the Weet on A,303, and those who are apabdle to find room 2t peak’

--periods in the official car park.make usa of the Traobla.y, which- is -

.frequently congested with anything up to 150 oars. ' Tha:spectaole of

- nose to tall parking whioh they provide, and the constant oou.-l.ug and -
going of vehicles, with the noise, dust and fumes which resuit, are;
of oourse, oonplete]y d.estmtive of the aiznosphere we would wish to

~oroate.

The Ministry and the Trust have oemé ta “the acmluaion that thiﬁ
problemcanon:l\ybesolvedhy’ : a0 kway

o :
park which :l,s vigible. fmm the &'ole.

The land in the immediate vioinity of the Circle has anoordingly been
most carefully surveyed to find & new routefbr the Track whish wairld
follow the line af least visibility; which would avoid ‘damegs o Teaturss
of: archaeologioal imterest; whioh would cause no inconvenienss to ‘knswn
usera; "nd which would, if posaible, be shorter tham the present rcute.

-Plan 123/238 ( of which four ccpies are englosed) shows the-
present line of the Track marked with a blue line south of 4,303 and north
of.:As3b4 and in green Where it passes the Circle. This, it:is proposed,
should be stopped up from the south boundary of the Natdonal Trustls land
{coloured yellow) south of 4,303, and as far as the point of intersectison
with the south s:l.de of the Cursus, morth of Ay3lk.

Tha route marked with & red line lying in a shallou arc some 250 yards
0 the west, would be substitutod for it, and if thig weve dons, the .
length of the diversion would, ian fact, be 50- ﬁ. shoﬂer than the comparable
, stretoh of the present Track, . '

It-is ot proposed that the new route shouwld be made up, It would be
fenced, and would reddin s "gréen road?, end any wvehioles using it would be
left to wear and dmpact the chalk down .'urto e surface of the same’ ma as the
existing Track. It is fully understood thet this: diversion routd wnd lave to
Yo in afit state for use hefore the eﬁsting Trasiwsy wenﬁ out’ of use.

'—l- 0y
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I've had a look at the lists we have in our office relating to highway references in WCC and RBC
records and have found the following — | think you will find plenty of records to look at {bring this list
with vou — it will save you 2 lifetime’s reading of Committee Minutes). These formal records shiouid
compliment the more informal County Surveyor's/Clerk’s parish correspondence files

WCC Roads and Bridges Committes Minutes
F1/100/6

1900 - 1906 Pages 86,102 - 107,121, 152 and 275  References to fences at Stonehienge and
Lake and Druids Head Tracks

1959 Page 47 Repairs on section giving access {o
Stonehengs

1962 Page 43 Track linking A303 and A344

1963 Page 85 Track to the west of Stonehenge o be

repaired by the County Council

Amesbury Rural District Council Minutes

G1/100/1,2 and 21

6/3/1901 Page 237 Obstruction to tracks at Stonehenge
12/6/1901 Page 246

10/7/1901 Page 248

7/8/1901 Page 250

13/11/1963 Page 746 Council to hardcore track



've had s look at the lists we have in our office relating to highway references in WCC and RDC
records and have found the following — I think you will find plenty of records to look at (bring this list
with you — it will save you a lifetime’s reading of Committee Minutes). These formal records should
compliment the more informal County Surveyor's/Clerk’s parish correspondence files

WCC Roads and Bridges Committee Minutes
F1/100/6

1900 - 1806 Pages 86, 102 - 107, 121, 152 and 275  References to fences at Stonehenge and
Lake and Druids Mead Tracks

1959 Page 47 Repairs on section giving access to
Stonehenge

1962 Page 43 Track linking A303 and A344

1963 Page 85 Track to the wast of Stonehenge to be

repaired by the County Council

Ameshury Rural District Council Minutes

31/100/1,2 and 21

6/3/1901 Page 237 Obstruction to tracks at Stonehenge
12/6/1901 Page 246

10/7/1901 Page 242

7/8/1501 Page 250

13/11/1963 Page 746 Council to hardcore track
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